
Minutes of the proceedings of Annual Pittington Parish Meeting held in Pittington 
Village Hall, 7pm, High Pittington on Tuesday 17th May 2022 

 
 
Present: Councillors: V Patton (Chair), C Hicks (Vice Chair), J Everett,  
J Glasgow, D Tate, D Hall 

             Also in attendance: M Toal (Parish Clerk), 3 Members of the public 
 

01/22    Introduction and Welcome                
Chair, Councillor Victoria Patton welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

 
02/22    Apologies for absence 
Councillors: G Patton 
Apologies accepted and approved 
 
03/22    Annual Chair report of the Parish Council 2021/22 

        Last year saw us coming out of a very difficult time in everybody’s lives. Trying to get 
back to normal after COVID has been a huge task for everyone. Throughout this time 
Pittington Parish Council has continued to work through and has continued to support 
the community.  

        The first thing I would like to do is give a thank you to my fellow Councillors, our 
Handyman and our Clerk who has continued to work together to achieve a continuous 
support to the community. April saw the resignation of Councillor and Chairman Aarron 
Toal who served 5 years as a parish Councillor. An extended thank you goes out to 
Aarron for his time and commitment to the community. 
A quick summary of the past year includes 
Allotments and Cemetery 

        The allotments have offered valuable input to the allotment holders, they have been 
maintained and more sections of new exterior fencing built. The cemetery has been 
well maintained but with ideas for future projects in the pipeline. 
War Memorial 

         A new memorial was unveiled at Littletown for the service men and women who gave 
their lives to the country. 
Gardening Group 

         A gardening group was established to promote a sense of community and well being 
within the parish. Residents were asked to participate in the planting of summer 
bedding and this will continue further. 
Storms 

        Severe storms caused havoc to the community at the end of last year. This caused 
severe damage to woodland which will be restored with the ongoing woodland project. 
Christmas Tree 

        The first year of PPC hosting the Christmas Tree switch on was cancelled due to storm 
damage. The tree was still installed and lit but with no event. This year we will plan the 
event again this time with more success. 

        Play Areas 
        Littletown saw a fantastic new play area unveiled. New equipment and fencing was 

installed. A special thanks goes to Taylormade who supplied the wood for the project. 
The next phase of play area refurbishment is to be at St Johns Field at High Pittington. 
Projects are currently underway for this area to also be made into a new play area. 
 



Finance 
        The Precept was raised with inflation this year at 5%. Donations of over £3,000 were 

given to the village hall for repairs and the jubilee event. 
        Going Forward 
        Going forward into 2022 and beyond we will continue to work for the community and 

strive to improve our parish. We currently have 2 vacancies for Parish Councillors so if 
anyone would like to come and join us please get in touch. 
 
04/22   Pittington Village Hall 

        The last 12 months has seen the Village Hall get back to normal. Difficulties of the 
previous year were commemorated with a pebble memorial with stones painted during 
lockdown. Storms at the end of last year saw volunteers offering heat and electricity to 
those who needed it including Sumo the giant tortoise. Fortunately we only suffered 
minor damage. The year was ended with the Christmas market. The last 12 months we 
have welcomed new groups such as the Singing Elf who hold craft and mindfulness 
sessions. The biggest event will be the Queens Jubilee and all its planned celebrations 

 
        05/22    Litter Picking 
        Litter picking continues every 3rd of the month. A regular 4-5 people do the pick each 

month. Also several villagers do ad-hoc picks when they are out for a walk or walking 
the dog. As ever anyone is welcome to join us. 

        K and M Fall 
 
        06/22    Speedwatch 
        Mick and I continued to do regular speedwatches as soon as the first lockdown lifted as 

we could work together. In December 2020 the equipment was taken away to be 
recalibrated and for audit purposes. We understood it to be returned in Spring 2021 but 
still have not been approached to any further speedwatches.  

        K and M Fall 
 
        07/22   St Laurence Church 
        Services are back to normal after Covid restrictions have been lifted. This year seed a 

number of wedding bookings and it is good to welcome couples back to prepare for 
married life. Thursday morning prayers opens at 10-11 am, this has proved popular with 
a small group of attendees, Saturday afternoon opening will continue from May to 
September. Sadly Rev Heather Murray has taken early retirement which leaves the 
United Benefice of St Laurence and St Mary Magdalene once again in vacancy. Curate 
Rev Liz Hollis will continue service assisted by Rev Leslie Morley. 

 
08/22   Gardening Club 

        The gardening group finally got off the ground last year and quickly developed. A social 
media page helps us plan the summer bedding programme. We thank PPC for their 
donations, which has been used for bedding and equipment, We hope to evolve and 
make more of an impact in the future. 
 
09/22   Pittington Brass Band 

        Pittington Brass band was established 1992 and at present has 31 members, with 
another 20 listed who can be called upon if guest players needed for a concert. There is 
a junior/learner band which not only teaches youngsters but also adults wishing to learn 



a musical instrument. All for free. Band practice is every Thursday 7-30 to 9-30, junior 
band 7pm to 8pm at the village hall. 

        The band plays at the Big Meeting every year and this year it is on 9th July, having had 
to be cancelled due to covid for the last two years. 

        The band plays gigs regularly at Beamish, various villages when Christmas tree lighting 
takes place, and every year at the Durham regatta. The band's own anniversary 
concert takes place Saturday 19th November at the village hall and it will be the band's 
30th anniversary. The band will be playing at the platinum jubilee celebrations in the 
village hall on 2nd June and at the lighting of the beacon on the buddle later in the 
evening. 

        The band has often played at the village hall to help with functions such as xmas fayres, 
Autumn fairs and various choir concerts there. The band also plays the streets of 
Pittington just before xmas every year, come hail rain or snow! To spread some spirit. 
 

       10/22   Youth Club DAY 
Over the last 4 years of DAY operating, we have supported over 400 young people on 
a weekly basis, ranging from mental health, sexuality, socialising with peers and 
providing training courses for young people to attend. Pittington has been at the centre 
of our success. We have provided food packs to families in need for the last 3 years 
ensuring no one goes hungry. Below is a list of what DAY has achieved over the last 
few years. 

• Became a centre hub for Young carers. 
• Supported Redhill's and Durham Gala with young people taking centre stage to 

read a poem. 
• 15 young people completed ASDAN training and have become peer mentors. 
• We have been successful in creating a young volunteer program. (This young 

people now volunteer across the sites) 
• Supported Families in need during the storm, staff and young people knocked on 

doors providing hot food and drinks, Supporting Pittington Village hall with this. 
• Staff and young people have supported villages in different events, and supported 

Pitting village hall at the Christmas event where staff was dressed as Santa and a 
elf, Young people supported with a stall to help raise funds for this. 

• Young person from Pittington won Young volunteer of the year at the NE Youth 
awards 

• DAY won Young adult and childcare wards 2022 and Won Community/Voluntary 
Group of the Year. 

        This is some of the things we have achieved just over this last year. Young people are 
the heart of the community and the future of the villages growth we encourage young 
people to be actively involved with in their community's and will continue to do so. 
The plan for the next coming year is.. 

• Young people to become trained advocates in mental health, to support others 
• To create a support young people who are identified as young carers. 
• To provide life skills such as cooking skills, social skills etc. 
• To support village events and the growth of the village. 
• To bring in yearly events such as award nights and talent show. 

 



11/22  Opencast Cast Mining 
        So the land for our open cast has been almost fully reinstated. The hedgerows are in 

top soil in farmers have been seen plowing the fields which is a great site to see. One 
field is left to be top soiled but imagine that will be happening soon. 

        G Patton 
 
12/22 Public Forum 

        Member of public commented on the still visible damage to fences following storm 
damage 6 months ago. Believe Housing responsible for these repairs. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

___________________________________________ 
Cllr V Patton, Chair 

 
 
 
 
 


